RALPH    RASHLEIGH
learnt In prison, made an appointment to call at his lodgings
next morning to discuss the business.
Rashleigh prepared a list of the articles he had to sell,, and
had ready a few specimens when Jacobs arrived. The fence
had a good reputation among his criminal customers, but
Rashleigh was taking no chances. When the fence arrived
he was kept in ignorance of the fact that the goods were in
the house. He went carefully over the list and examined the
specimens in a business-like way, and then turned to Rash-
leigh.
'Well, how much you want for the lot?' he asked,
"In round figures, a thousand pounds/ answered Rash-
leigh,
He smiled at the racial gesture of consternation with
which the Jew greeted this announcement.
* A thousand pounds 1 Mein Gott, are you mad! Where
you t'ink all that moneys shall come from?* demanded
Jacobs.
'Come now, Mr. Jacobs/ said Rashleigh. 'You know that
you could find twenty times that amount, if the goods were
there. It's a bargain Fm offering you/
*I tell you how it is, zen. Money is so scarce zese days,
and besides, if I borrow ze money to pay for all zis junks,
ven the devil do you t'ink I get it back? Tell me that/
'Oh, well, if money is as scarce as all that, Mr. Jacobs/
answered Rashleigh, 'you can buy half of what is on the list.
We can divide them Into two heaps and toss up for first
choice.*
Jacobs caught at this suggestion, and offered three hun-
dred pounds for the fair half. Rashleigh countered by
demanding three hundred and fifty.
*Not I/ retorted Jacobs finally.  'Shall I go?'
*If you won't give me what 1 want, you may as well go/
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